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some of the other castes, a woman may re-marr> more than
once Sometimes it is allowed to a husband and wife, who
disagree, to separate by mutual consent, which is signified on
the part of the woman, by her tearing the hem of her garment,
and on that of the man, by his giving his wife a deed of release
In some castes, it is considered indispensably necessary that
girls should be married before they are twelve years old , in
others, a husband of high family is much sought for, and
women remain unmarried at the age of thirty Some castes
consider the non-performance of certain funeral ceremonies, a
sufficient ground for excommunication , in other castes, these
ceremonies are wholly neglected
There are various restrictions in regard to food, any depar-
ture from which subjects a person to excommunication The
general rule is that food which has been prepared for persons
of another, and particularly of an inferior, caste, must not be
eaten If food, preparing for a Brahmin, be touched by a
Shoodra, it is henceforth fit only for Shoodras to eat In some
castes, food may not be removed beyond the place in which it
has been prepared There are similar restrictions in regard to
vessels A Brahmin, having used a vessel, must wash it with
water before he can use it again, but a Vaishya satisfies the
rules of his caste if he clean it with ashes Vessels of zinc,
stone, tin, wood, or earthenware, belonging to people of other
castes, cannot be used by Brahmins, and, if any such vessel
belonging to themselves, happened to be touched by a Vaishya
or Shoodra, it is rendered useless to them Scruples, in regard
to water, are sometimes compelled to give way by the necessity
of the case The general rule, however, is that Hindoos can-
not dnnk water which has been placed m vessels belongmg to
persons of other castes, and that their own vessels are rendered
impure by the touch of these In Western Goozerat, however,
where there is great difficulty about water in the hot weather,
it is customary for Brahmins to use brass or copper vessels
belonging to persons of other castes, after they have scrubbed
them well with dust and water, and washed them. A leathern
bucket need only be washed* because, having eome originally
from the house of the tanner, who is a person of very low
caste, it is supposed that no further defilement can happen to it.

